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Dk. Joseph Collins has been appointed consulting neurolo¬ 
gist to the Hospital for the Ruptured and Crippled, of New York city. 

Dr. J. Hendrie Lloyd has resigned his position as neurolo¬ 
gist to the Philadelphia Hospital. Dr. Lloyd has become editor of the 
Philadelphia Medical Journal. 

Dr. Andrew Johnson, of Omaha, Neb., has been appointed 
superintendent of the Institution tor the Feeble-Minded at Beatrice, 
Neb. 

The Delaware Hospital eor the Insane has had a 
bequest of $1,000 from a man who had been a night watchman in the 
institution for some years. 

The Illinois Northern Hospital for tiiii Insane, at Elgin, 
has a new infirmary, accommodating no patients, and costing about 
$38,000. The building was opened on December 4. 

Dr. Chas. Henry Brown is actively agitating a bill for the 
establishment of a Municipal Hospital for the treatment of acute 
nervous and mental diseases within the city and county of New York. 
It certainly is timely, and should receive the encouragement of all neu¬ 
rologists and alienists of the Greater New York. The New York Neu¬ 
rological Society has appointed a committee to draft resolutions and 
investigate the merits of the bill. 

Dr. Cornelius Deweese, pathologist at the Maryland Hos¬ 

pital for the Insane, Spring Grove, during the last four years, has re¬ 
signed, to accept a similar position at the Government Hospital for the 
Insane, Washington, D. C. 

The Tuscaloosa Hospital for the Insane is so overcrowded 
that 1,500 patients are crowded into accommodations intended 
for 1,000. Attempts arc to he made to get an appropriation of $25,000, 
in order to relieve this condition. 

The Cleveland Hospital for the Insane during the past 
year, treated 1,466 patients. On November 15, 1,085 patients 

were under treatment. The percentage of recoveries was 31.75. The 
per capita cost of maintenance was $142.54. 

Dr Thomas D. Crotiiers, of Hartford, Conn., has been ap¬ 
pointed professor of diseases of the brain and nervous system, with 

especial reference to the effects of alcoholic and drug poisons, at the 
New York School of Clinical Medicine. 

It has been decided to locate the Illinois Epileptic Colony 
at Notch Cliff, near Elsah, in Jersey County. This will be one of the 
largest institutions in the State, as there are between 4,000 and 5,000 
epileptics in Illinois. 

The Greenville Sanatorium (South Carolina) was opened 
recently by its inaugurators. Drs. Thomas T. Earle, Curran B. 
Earle and Joseph B. Earle. The building, well located on high ground, 
is two stories in height and thoroughly equipped. It is now ready for 
patients. 
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Indian Territory Medical Association. —At the semi-annual 
meeting its president. Dr. Le Roy Dong, of Caddo, recommended 
that steps be taken to secure congressional legislation for an insane 
asylum for the Indian Territory. A committee was appointed to 
look after the matter. 

A Recent Census oe the Insane in Iowa shows that 
in the three state asylums there are 2,901 patients, in the fifty-two coun¬ 
ty institutions, 987, and in four private hospitals, 4S3. This gives a 
total of 4,341 insane under restraint in the state. 

Nearly £100,000 has been given by the David Lewis trustees to 
establish the Lewis Epileptic Colony in Cheshire, England, and 400 
acres of land have been secured at Warford. The cottage sj'stem will 
obtain, and from twenty to twenty-four patients will live in each 
cottage. 

Tiie State Asylum at Yankton, S. D., is overcrowded, 
and the county jails hold many insane patients, because there is no room 
for them at the state asylum. The superintendent asks for an appro¬ 
priation of $204,672 for the next two years, and advocates that the name 
of the institution be changed to the "State Hospital.” 

Dr. George A. Zeller, superintendent of the asylum for the 
incurable insane at South Bartonvillc, 111 ., has surprised the many ap¬ 
plicants for his position by announcing his early return from the 
Philippine Islands, and that lie is a candidate for reappointment. 

The State Insane Asylum at Norristown, Pa., has en¬ 
tered suit against the city of Philadelphia to recover the sum of 
$52,651.72, which is the balance of a total of $103,331 expended in car¬ 
ing for the indigent insane persons in 1896 and 1897. At that time a 
total of $2 per day was charged, but later the amount was reduced to 
$1.75 for each patient. The city claims that the total amount overpaid 
during the intervening years was sufficient to equal the amount sued 
for; that the hospital gained by this agreement, and that a surplus was 
formed which was spent for improvements on the hospital, and that, 
therefore, the Commonwealth reaped a profit. 

A • woman was recently arrested in London, charged with in¬ 
sanity, because she appeared at Osborne House, Isle of Wight, and 
made a disturbance, claiming to be a daughter of Princess of Batten- 
berg. This woman boarded in New York not long ago, and told the 
landlady that she was related to Queen Victoria, and also to the Goulds, 
Vanderbilts, and a few other rich families. 

Have you noticed the Bibliography of American Neurology and 
Psychiatry in Cach number of this Journal? It’s on advertising pages 
xviii and xx, so that you can cut it out, paste on cards, and keep a 
complete bibliographical index of American literature on nervous and 
mental diseases. 

The Milford Woman’s Clur, of New Hampshire, is be¬ 
ginning a movement whereby they hope to establish a home for the 
feebleminded in that State. Their plan is to interest all the women’s 
clubs in the state, and to start a subscription list, with the Milford 
Club at its head, with a subscription of $50 and a pledge of $23 annu¬ 
ally to support the home. It is believed the response will be general. 

Dr. Allan Blair Bonar, 146 West Ninety-fourth street, New 
York city, has consented to take charge of this department, and will 
be glad to receive any items of interest to our readers. 
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Recently Goodwin Brown, connected prominently with 
the hospitals for the insane of New York State, urged, before the In¬ 
dustrial Commission, that vigorous legislation should be made to pro¬ 
tect the country from an influx of insane emigrants. Although 50 
per cent, of the patients in the hospitals for the insane in New York 
State are foreign-born, and are costing the State $1,000,000 a year, he 
was not prepared to say that there was a concerted effort on the part 
of foreign countries to foist their insane upon the United States. 

The Alma Sanitarium, of Alma, Mich., has sent out a 
beautiful little brochure describing that institution, which is one of the 
very best in the country. The officers are j‘. H. Lancashire, M.D., 
President; Geo. F. Butler, M.D., Vice-President and Medical Super¬ 
intendent, and L. A. Sharpe, Secretary and Treasurer. There is a. 
large staff of eminent consulting specialists, besides a house staff of 
competent physicians. The Alina does not claim to be the oldest or the 
cheapest sanitarium, but it does claim to have the most eminent physi¬ 
cians, the most expensive and approved remedial appliances, the strong¬ 
est bromide mineral water, the finest furnishings, the choicest cuisine, 
and the most liberal management. 

With the death of Herbert R. Spencer the last of the three 
prominent American workers in applied optics passed away. It is, 
therefore of general scientific interest to note the arrival in this country 
of one of the trained coworkers with Professor Abbe, of Jena, at the 
Zeiss establishment—Herman Kellner, Pli.D., who has already entered 
upon his duties as Scientific Director for the Spencer Lens Company, 
of Buffalo, N. Y. Mr. Kellner will continue his scientific researches 
with especial reference to microscope and telescope objectives. The 
attempt to establish, under American conditions, a scientific institu¬ 
tion in Buffalo similar in methods to that at Jena will unquestionably 
be watched with great interest by American scientists. 

Paresis has been newly defined by Alderman Bridges, of New 
York. He says, “when a person thinks lie’s right, when he knows 
lie’s wrong, lie’s got paresis.’’ Mirabile dictu! 

An inquiry into the origin of certain wounds and bruises found 
upon the body of a man who died in the Insane Pavilion of Bellevue 
Hospital has already resulted in some radical changes in the “system” 
in the alcoholic ward and the insane pavilion. Ten of the nurses have 
been summarily dismissed by Commissioner Keller, and three of them 
have been held in $5,000 bail each by the Coroner’s jury which in¬ 
vestigated the cause of the above patient’s death. It is said that the 
Coroner's jury brought out enough evidence to warrant holding these 
three nurses for murder in the first degree. The patient had undoubt¬ 
edly been brutally treated. Many other complaints of brutal and cruel 
treatment received by patients in the alcoholic wards and in the insane 
pavilion have since been published. Dr. Allan McLanc Hamilton has 
arraigned the system in the insane pavilion, and says that the physi¬ 
cians charge fees when they have no right to do so, and are also in 
league with private sanitariums, whereby they send to them those pa¬ 
tients able to pay, to their own financial advantage. Dr. Allen Fitch, 
011c of the examiners, denies that any fees arc demanded other than 
those allowed by the rules of the establishment. Commissioner Keller 
has settled this question by abolishing the fee system entirely. 

The house doctors of Bellevue have also been charged with sacri¬ 
ficing the welfare of the patients to the medical students, and Com¬ 
missioner Keller has written a letter to the Medical Board on this sub¬ 
ject, as well as on the other points of complaint. 
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There is no doubt that abuses do creep into large institutions like 
Jiellevue, and a good shaking up will do good occasionally. 

Du. Pi'.tku M. Wish, whom Governor Roosevelt has recently 
dismissed Irotn office, entered upon the study of medicine at the age 
ot 19 years. After graduation he served as interne in the St. Louis 
City Hospital. Soon after retiring from this service he was appointed 
on the medical staff of the Willard Asylum for the Insane, now the, 
Willard State Hospital, where he remained for twelve years. When 
I)r. Chapin retired front the superintendency' of the institution. Dr. 
Wise was unanimously called to succeed him. At this time he declined 
a call to become superintendent of the State Asylum for Idiots at Syra¬ 
cuse. Dr. Wise designed and constructed the. "Infirmary” at Willard, 
which was the first exposition of modern infirmary' care in any country, 
and now universally adopted. In 1896 Dr. Wise was appointed by 
Governor Hill 011 the commission to locate and design an asylum for 
Northern New V Ol'ka lie designed what was substantially' adopted in 
the construction of the St. Lawrence State. Hospital at Ogdcnshurg, 
considered by experts to he the foremost hospital of its kind in the 
world. After declining a call to this new hospital several times, in 
1890 Dr. Wise accepted the supcrinteudency. • Of the number of re¬ 
forms which he introduced, the most important was the creating a high 
standard for nursing for the insane. His reforms have modified the 
practice of mental medicine throughout this country. In 1896 he ac¬ 
cepted the office of President of the State Commission in Lunacy, 
which position he lias held ever since. His experience, in nearly 
twenty-live years of previous service given to the State, has enabled 
him to promote the better management of the Stale institutions, and 
to attack imdcrstamlingly the many problems that have arisen. 

Du. Pktkk VI. Wish was removed on December 20 from his 
position as President of the Stale Lunacy Commission, by Governor 
Roosevelt, on the charges preferred, of malfeasance in office. Dr. 
Wise was charged and found guilty of gross impropriety in directly or 
indirectly, by suggestion or otherwise, soliciting subscriptions to the 
Copper Mill Mining Company, of which he was president, from his 
official subordinates of both sexes, including superintendents, doctors, 
stewards, and. in at least two eases, the heads of private asylums which 
are under the supervision of the State Commission in Lunacy, lie was 
also found guilty of using Slate labor in having an ice house Imilt on 
State land at the Klathush Asylum, in the interests of a private com¬ 
pany in which he was financially interested. I)r. Wise claimed that 
when the construction of the ice house was undertaken he gave up 
his interest in the company, hut it appears from his letters that he never 
gave it up at all, certainly not for eight months after the construction 
of the house was undertaken, and until it was believed that the process 
was a failure. Dr. Wise refused to answer any' (picstions put to him 
by the Governor, and said mat this action on the part of the Governor 
was due to a conspiracy of certain physicians, whom he named, because 
of the stand he had taken in trying to secure the removal of Dr. Van 
Gieson as director of the New York Pathological Institute, and that 
his private letters had been stolen and sent to the Governor, and upon 
these the charges against him had been based. Dr. Wise’s term of 
office was to expire on December 31. He had held the office since 1896. 



